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ties we might have of drawing out and strengthening
the good with which that evil may be mixod. lUit
if we look on our fellow-man as being, like oum'lves,
an object of God's care, as being one whom God is
ready to lead on towards righteousness, if only he
will be led, then we are led to regard him as we
suppose that God regards him, to forgive his faults
as we feel our own faults need forgiveness, to look
with favour on any attempts we may see in him to
act aright. Thus the common fatherhood of God
becomes the strongest bond of brotherhood between
man and man.

But in speaking of what ought to be our feelings
towards the Maker of us all, and through Him
towards one another, I feel that I have been rather
outrunning what natural theology by itself alone
can attain to. God is not merely the sustainer and
preserver of man, as He is of His other creatures,
but the Governor of a being endowed with moral
faculties, capable of acting in accordance with His
will or of rebelling against it. We are all conscious
of having resisted His will, of having done what we
ought not to have done, and neglected to do what
we ought. Can we regard our Maker as our Father ?
Must we not rather regard Him with a feeling of
dread, and try to hide ourselves from Him ?

My subject is Natural Theology, and I must sup-
pose these questions to present themselves to the